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The most astonishing scenes were those in London/ For days at a time there was no happy face in the streets or the railway stations. Neither anger nor hatred was anywhere to be seen; only perplexed countenances gazed at the green and red placards, extending the,Bank Holiday to four days.
War 1 Thousands of pale, awed faces appeared near the Stock Exchange, for the incredible had happened. For the first time for decades the Stock Exchange was closed. In London the man in the street was less prepared and, therefore, more alarmed than anywhere on the Continent.
On August-4th things suddenly changed. When war was declared all seemed possessed by one thought. The Civil War in Ireland collapsed in a day. In vain the Socialist groups went on pouring out manifestoes and appeals. Within two days a million placards announced a hundred Germany atrocities. With all speed the suffragettes trimmed their sails to the wind. Germans, who had been welcome business-friends only yesterday, were now calumniated and assaulted.
The Nelson Monument rises into a blue summer sky. But a few days ago it had been the scene of a pacifist demonstration by the workers. What is the flood that surges to-day round that pillar, which four lions guard as though to scare the crowd away ? Through the hot night troops of boys march in from the suburbs, then again citizens in groups and columns, marching from here to Whitehall and Parliament, and all shouting: "Down with the Kaiser and the Germans!"
Wild reports of events which never took place are spread by the hourly editions of the papers, and run from mouth to mouth. Rule Britannia resounds to the same stars which in this same hour are listening to Deutsch-land^ Deutschland Uber alles. La Liberte! La "France! God the All-Terrible! and Gott erhahe, Gott beschutze. At the same hour the national songs are being sung in every capital of Europe, and beating hearts would rain assure themselves of God, of Justice, and the Guns.
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